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(Release Courtesy of the Peach Belt Conference)
2004 will forever be remembered as the year that Kennesaw State won the men's basketball national championship, but in
truth there was far more to the season than the Owls' remarkable run. Five PBC teams won more than 20 games that year
and both Kennesaw State and Francis Marion won 27 or more and were both ranked in the top 10 heading into the
tournament. A KSU-FMU showdown in the final seemed inevitable, but somebody forgot to tell Armstrong Atlantic State
about that.
Armstrong Atlantic State's Jason Sanders gets off the game-winning three-pointer to lift the Pirates past Francis Marion in
the 2004 quarterfinals.
In one of the greatest PBC Tournament games ever played (in the quarterfinals, no less), Armstrong Atlantic State knocked
off top-seeded and fifth-ranked Francis Marion 72-69 on a buzzer-beating three-pointer by Jason Sanders. It was the only
possible conclusion to a game that saw 10 ties and 19 lead changes (14 in the second half).
"In 20 years of coaching, I think that's one of the best games I've been involved with," said Jeff Burkahmer, coach of
Armstrong Atlantic State in 2004 and now coaching the Lander Bearcats. "The guys played at such a high level in such a
big game. It was fun to see."
The game began as an adrenaline-soaked three-point barrage as FMU's Mike Bulione hit five treys for 15 points while
AASU's Brian Bain also hit five from long-range and finished with 18 points. In the first half. After a 6-0 run gave AASU a 21-
17 lead, Buglione hit four straight three-pointers for the Patriots and the game was tied a 29. AASU responded with a 15-4
run and led at the break 48-43.
Such a pace cannot be maintained for a full 40 minutes and indeed the second half got off to a sluggish start in which
neither team opened more than a four-point lead. But as time wound down, the intensity cranked up and the two began to
trade buckets. From the 11-minute mark to the four-minute mark neither squad hit consecutive field goals. But, following a
Louis McCullough free throw for KSU with 3:01 left that gave the Owls a 69-68 lead, all the scoring dried up and neither
team could buy a point for the next 2:53. It wasn't until Bain hit the first of two free throws with 5.8 seconds left that AASU
ti e d t h e g a m e a 6 9, t h e 1 0t h ti e of t h e s e c o n d h alf.
B ai n' s s e c o n d fr e e t hr o w w a s off t h e m ar k a n d B u gli o n e c h a s e d  t h e r e b o u n d d o w n f or F M U, b ut hi s f o ot w a s o n t h e o ut- of-
b o u n d s  li n e i n fr o nt of t h e A A S U b e n c h.
Aft er a ti m e o ut, S a n d er s g at h er e d a p a s s a n d cir cl e d fr o m t h e  t o p of t h e k e y t o t h e l eft c or n er
A A S U' s J a s o n S a n d er s dri v e s t o w ar d s t h e b a s k et a g ai nt F M U' s  G e or g e W al k er i n t h e 2 0 0 4 q u art erfi n al.
w h er e h e d eli v er e d t h e g a m e- wi n ni n g j u m p er o v er t h e o ut str et c h e d  h a n d s of t w o Fr a n ci s M ari o n d ef e n d er s.
"It f elt gr e at t o hit a bi g s h ot a g ai n st a gr e at t e a m," s ai d S a n d er s aft er t h e g a m e. " C o a c h c all e d m y n u m b er a n d I j u st w a nt e d
t o d eli v er w h e n h e di d."
S a n d er s fi ni s h e d wit h 1 8 p oi nt s w hil e B ai n h a d 2 4, hitti n g 6 of  1 0 t hr e e- p oi nt er s. B u gli o n e fi ni s h e d wit h 2 1 f or t h e P atri ot s
w hil e  J arr o n Hi nt o n h a d 1 3 a n d M c C ull o u g h 1 1. B ot h t e a m s s h ot o v er 5 0 %  fr o m t hr e e- p oi nt r a n g e.
" J a s o n j u st h a d a tr e m e n d o u s g a m e," s ai d B ur k h a m er. " T h e fi n al  pl a y w a s s et f or hi m a n d, b o y, di d h e d eli v er."
T h e g a m e w a s c all e d a n u p s et a s Ar m str o n g Atl a nti c St at e w a s t h e  f o urt h s e e d i n t h e s o ut h a n d F M U t h e t o p s e e d i n t h e
n ort h, b ut i s  n ot e ntir el y a c c ur at e gi v e n t h at A A S U w o n 2 1 g a m e s i n 2 0 0 4, 1 0 i n  t h e c o nf er e n c e, a n d w er e o nl y t h e f o urt h
s e e d d u e t o a ti e br e a k  l o s s t o Cl a yt o n St at e.
" W o w, w h at a tr e m e n d o u s c oll e g e b a s k et b all g a m e," s ai d B ur k h a m er  aft er w ar d s. " A n a b s ol ut el y gr e at g a m e t o b e i n v ol v e d
wit h. T h e g u y s  pl a y e d h ar d f or 4 0 mi n ut e s. I h at e t o s e e s o m e o n e l o s e a g a m e li k e  t h at."
Wit h n ot hi n g l eft i n t h e t a n k f oll o wi n g s u c h a n e m oti o n al wi n,  A A S U w a s d o n e i n b y C ol u m b u s St at e i n t h e s e mifi n al s t h e
n e xt d a y.  H o w e v er, t h e wi n di d g et t h e Pir at e s a ti c k et t o t h e N C A A  T o ur n a m e nt w h er e t h e y w er e t h e # 7 s e e d, gi vi n g t h e
P B C a  t h e n-r e c or d f o ur t e a m s i n t h e r e gi o n al.
T h e t w o t e a m s w o ul d m e et a g ai n ei g ht d a y s l at er i n t h e N C A A  r e gi o n al s, b ut t h at ti m e t h e l a st- s e c o n d t hr e e- p oi nt er fr o m
S a n d er s  w a s off t h e m ar k a n d F M U a d v a n c e d t o t h e fi n al s w h er e t h e y f ell t o  K e n n e s a w St at e.
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